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Then here is something you should 
know about unemployment insur- 
ance for teachers... 


The unemployment insurance program 
provides temporary income support for 
people who have lost their jobs or who are 
on reduced income. 


Like other Canadians who are covered 

by Unemployment Insurance, teachers are 
entitled to U.I. benefit if they have an 
interruption of their earnings. 


However, teachers have a special employment 
pattern, since most of their contracts 

cover a period of ten months but they are, 

in reality, employed and paid for a full 

12 months. 


At what point in time do employment 
earnings cease or become so reduced that 
a teacher may claim temporary income 
support? 


This brochure is designed to answer such 
questions and to outline your rights 

and obligations, as a teacher, under the 
Unemployment Insurance Act. 


Unemployment Insurance Regulations. 
(Section 158) stipulate that a non- 
teaching period (i.e. summer vacation) is 
not a period of unemployment for which 
a teacher may be paid benefits unless the 
teacher meets one of three special condi- 
tions. During the teaching period, these 
special conditions are not applicable. 


In order to explain the application or 
Regulation 158, the terms school, teacher 
and non-teaching period are defined as 
follows: 


School 


A school is defined as a public or private 
institution of learning (academic, voca- 
tional or technical) whose curriculum or 
operations are subject to control by a 
Provincial Department of Education or a 
Territorial Council, Regulation 158 does 
not apply to teachers in institutions of 
learning above the secondary level. 


Teacher 


A teacher is a person employed in 
teaching in a school during any part of his 
qualifying period for unemployment 
benefit (i.e., the lesser of 52 weeks 
immediately prior to the week in which 
the claim for benefit is made, or the num- 
ber of weeks since the last claim for 
benefit was established). 


Non-teaching period 


A non-teaching period is the repetitive 
annual period when, by custom or con- 
tract of employment, no teaching is 
performed at a school. This non-teaching 
period is generally defined as the Summer 
recess. It does not include Christmas or 
Easter recesses, nor any other mid-term 
‘break’ in teaching. 


The special conditions set out in Regula- 
tion 158 apply to payment of benefit to 
teachers in the non-teaching period only. 
At any other time, teachers may claim 
benefit on the same basis as any other 
claimant. 


What are the special conditions for 
benefit during the non-teaching 
period? 

A claimant recognized as a “‘teacher’’ has 
to meet one of three special conditions in 
order to be paid benefit during the non- 
teaching period. These conditions are as 
follows: 


1. His contract of employment as a 
teacher must have terminated four or 
more weeks prior to the commence- 
ment of the non-teaching period at the 
school where he was last employed as 
a teacher. 

2. He was employed as a casual or sub- 
stitute teacher only. 

3. He can qualify for benefit exclusively 
on non-teaching employment. In the 
event that a teacher qualifies for ben- 
efit by meeting this condition, his rate 
of benefit will be based entirely on his 
earnings from non-teaching employ- 
ment. Non-teaching employment, 
however, must be insurable. 


Application of the special 
conditions 


Example 1 

Period of regular teaching employment — 
September 1, 1973 to June 30, 1974. 
Teaching contract terminates August 31, 
1974. 

Non-teaching period July 1, 1974 to 
August 31, 1974. 

No non-teaching employment. 

Teacher is advised in the Spring of 1974 
that he will not be re-engaged in Sep- 
tember. 

The teacher is not entitled to receive 
benefit for the period July 7 to Septem- 
ber 1, 1974. 


Example 2 


Period of regular teaching employment — 
September 7, 1973 to June 30, 1974. 
Teaching contract terminates June 28, 
1974. 

Non-teaching period July 7 to August 37, 
1974. 

No non-teaching employment. 

Claim filed July 4, 1974. 

The teacher is disentitled from receipt of 
benefit from the commencement of his 
claim, July 1, 1974 to September 7, 
1974. 


Example 3 


Period of regular teaching employment 
September 1, 1973 to June 7, 1974, al- 
though contract would have otherwise 
terminated on June 28, 1974. 

Teaching contract terminated June 7, 
1974. 


Non-teaching period July 1, 1974 to 
August 31, 1974. 

No non-teaching employment. 

Claim filed June 11, 1974. 

As the teaching contract terminated 
within four weeks of the commencement 
of the non-teaching period, the teacher is 
disentitled from receipt of benefit for the 
period July 1, 1974 to August 31, 1974. 


Example 4 


Period of regular teaching employment 
September 3, 1973 to May 3, 1974, al- 
though contract was to terminate on 
June 28, 1974. 

Teaching contract terminated May 3, 
1974. 

Non-teaching period July 1, 1974 to 
August 31, 1974. 

Claim filed May 7, 1974. 

Because the teaching contract terminated 
four or more weeks prior to the com- 
mencement of the non-teaching period, 
the teacher would not be disentitled 
during the non-teaching period. 


Example 5 


Period of regular teaching employment — 
nil, 

Period of casual or substitute teaching 
employment December 3, 1973 to June 
7, 1974. 

Non-teaching period July 1, 1974 to 
August 31, 1974. 

Claim filed June 11, 1974. 

Because the teacher was employed only 
in casual or substitute teaching, he is not 
disentitled from receipt of benefit during 
the non-teaching period. 


Example 6 


Period of regular teaching employment 
September 1, 1973 to June 30, 1974. 
Teaching contract terminated June 28, 
1974. 

Non-teaching period July 1, 1974 to 
August 31, 1974. 

Number of weeks of non-teaching 
insurable employment in qualifying 
period is eight. 

Claim filed July 3, 1974. 

This teacher would not be disentitled 
from receipt of benefit during the non- 
teaching period because he has eight 
weeks of insurable non-teaching employ- 
ment in his qualifying period (e.g., a 
temporary job during the previous 
summer vacation). 

His benefit rate during the non-teaching 
period, however, will be based on his 
insurable earnings from his non-teaching 
employment. Therefore, if his average 
weekly insured earnings were $75 for the 
eight weeks of non-teaching employment, 
his weekly rate of benefit would be $50 
during the non-teaching period. 


Example 7 


Period of regular teaching employment 
September 3, 1973 to June 14, 1974, 
although contract would have otherwise 
terminated on June 28, 1974. 

Teaching contract terminated June 14, 
1974. 

Non-teaching period July 1, 1974 to 
September 2, 1974. 

Number of weeks of non-teaching em- 
ployment in qualifying period is six. (e.g., 
a temporary job during the previous sum- 
mer vacation). 

Claim filed June 18, 1974. 

The teacher is disentitled from benefit 
during the non-teaching period because 
he did not meet any of the conditions. 
However, if he worked another two 
weeks in non-teaching insurable employ- 
ment (e.g., as a playground monitor from 
June 17 to June 28, 1974) he might be 
relieved of the disentitlement as he could 
have a total of eight weeks of insurable 
non-teaching employment in the 52-week 
pericd ending with the week of June 30, 
1974, or since the commencement of his 
previous claim, whichever ts the shorter 
period. In this situation, the teacher 
should immediately contact a UIC district 
office. Any delay would postpone the 
date at which benefit would become pay- 
able. If you are entitled to benefit, the 
rate will be based entirely on the insured 
earnings from the non-teaching employ- 
ment (See Example 6). 


Standard conditions for receipt of 
benefit 

Standard conditions for receipt of ben- 
efit, as well as the special conditions that 
were previously outlined, must be met. 
During the non-teaching period, teachers 
must be capable of and available for 
work, except when they are receiving 
sickness or maternity benefit. 


A teacher, whose teaching contract covers 
a 52-week period, is not unemployed 
during the non-teaching period. For 
example, a teacher whose contract covers 
the period September 1, 1973 to August 
31, 1974, is not unemployed during the 
1973-74 non-teaching period. 


This material has been produced by 
Unemployment Insurance Canada with 
one objective in mind — to work with 
you between jobs. However, you may 
have a specific problem or question which 
we didn’t answer in this brochure. 


We invite you to come in and talk your 
problem over with us. Our offices across 
Canada are staffed by qualified specialists 
who are happy to assist you. 


This brochure contains general information only. When a question 


arises, the Unemployment Insurance Act and Regulations must 
govern. 
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